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OBSERV ATIONS, &c. 


Tur controverſy occaſioned by the queſtion 
of Union poſſeſſes this very remarkable ſingula- 
rity, that heat, rancour, and animoſity, have taken 
their ſtand upon one de, while the other has 
endeavoured to maintain its ground by cool rea- 
fon, and deliberate argument. This partiality of 
intemperance, may in a great meaſure be ac- 
counted for, on principtes not very laudable, per- 
haps, but I am afraid very natural. The oppo- 
fition of the Bar, it was forctold, would, for 
certain cogent realons, be firenuous, if not vio- 
lent; and that learned body has not been difinte- 
reſted enough to falſify the prediction. But it 
mult at the ſame time be allowed, that if the ma- 
jority of their members have been intemperate in 
their reſiſtance, we owe to the minority, the beſt 
compoſitions that have hitherto appeared in fa- 
vour of the meaſure. The Inhabitants of Dub- 
lin, it was obvious, would warmly oppoſe a mea- 
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fure, which, whatever might be its general ten- 
gency, appeared imwicat to the immediate inte- 
reſts of the Metropolis. M hoever confiders the 
common mc.ives of human action, however he 
may lauicnt, will not certainly be ſurpriſed at 
this con- d. I: -ccords ſufficiently with the 
leartrcd 1. $qrure's accommodating philoſophy, 
which reconceiles every thing that is agreeable, to 
the Rule of Nieht, and Fitneſs of Things. Put 
the imp utation of acrimony in the preſent caſe, 
does not reſt chtire ly with the intereſted. Per- 
ſens, in whon., we can diſcern no ſuch incentive, 
have emv1ared the Bar, if not in eloquence, at 
leaſt in .ntewperance. Bad examples are fre- 
query the woſt infetious. The faults of thoſe 
we aduire are wore eaſily imitated than their 
virtues, and to abuſe is much leſs difficult than te 
argue. This appears ſtrongly exemplified in 
Mr. Bovsr1iELd's letter tothe Citizens of Cork, 
w hich, if he had contented himſelf with declaim- 
ing againſt the ſuppoſed ill- eonſequences of an 
Union, would have paſſed by me, perhaps with- 
Out ot ſervation, certainly without cenſure. 


When a Gentleman delivers his ſentiments 
decoroufly, I always feel diſpoſed to applaud his 
conduct, however I may diflike his opinion, as a 
fair, though perhaps a fecble endeavour to com- 
municate uſetul information. But when a pom- 
pous and flimſy repetition of (ſhall I call them) 
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&21uments, already repeatedly urged, and already 
repeatedly refuted, is obtruded on the pubtic, for 
the purpoſe of caſting obloguy on the proceed- 
ings of a moſt reſpectable body, regularly con- 
vened, and properly conducted, whoſe only of- 
fence is their differing from the Author on the 
propriety of a public meaſure, I conceive the 
work to be a fair ſubjeQ for animãàdverſi on. 


After premiſing that his purpoſe is to arraign 
the Britiſh Miniſter who propoſed, and to thaak 
the virtuous majority who rejected the Union, 
Mr. B. obſerves, that © it is vece ſary to call to 
recollection, a meeting of Frecmen lately held 
* at the City Court-houſe.” —Neceffary for hat? 
not certainly for the arrangement of his attack, 
er the expreſſion of his gratitude. He might 
ſurely have accompliſhed both his objects without 
animadverting on the conduct of that meeting. 
Mr. B. attended the diſcuſſion, and experienced, 
he tells us, his uſual fate of being left in a imino» 
ritv. If he was on that day unprepared for the 
debate, and incapable of arguing the queſtion, let 
him, if he pleafes, commit his arguments to 
paper, but let him do it without offence. The 
man that wiſhes to perſuade, ſhould be careful 
not to irritate. This is carrying his averſion to 
Union a little too far. For my own part, ſo fat 
from conſidering the conduct of that day as cen- 
burable, I conceive it to contain the faireſt expreſ- 
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Kon of public opinion that has yet been delivered. 
I give them credit for being the moſt unbiaſſed 
aſſemblage in which the queſtion has been hi- 
therto Giſcuiſed. I believe they acted from the 
pureſt motives, and I am ſatisfied their reſolutions 
were grounded on the ſoundeſt principles. I do, 
therefore, molt cordially approve their proceed- 
ings, although the mecting might not have becn 
attended by the Frecmen at Large, although ſome 


of the gentlemen preſcnt were Officers of the 


Revenue, and although Mr. PorsritLD the 


Squire, and Mr. Br awmisu the Brewer, were 
left in a minority. 


But Mr. Bous rIr ID deemed it neceſſary to 
reſcuethecity of Cork from imputation and diſgrace, 
and moſt happily, in truth, has he accompliſhed his 
undertaking. The taſk indeed does not appear 
extremely difficult, when we come to conſider 
the nature of the ignominy.—For, what is the 
imputation, and what the diſgrace? The impu- 
tation of daring to diſcuſs a public queſtion, 
which a Corporation of Dublin Chandlers under- 
took to decide; and the diſgrace of coinciding in 
opinion with ſeveral of the greateſt men in both 
kingdoms. No dilgrace, however, would have 
attached, had they agreed with Mr. BousritLD 
and the Chend/crs. In that cafe all would have 
gone right. Their public ſpirit would. have been 
unqueſtioned, their wiſdom fully acknowledged, 
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and the meeting, in ſpite of Cuntrafors” and 
* Revenue Officers,” would have been regular 
and unexceptionable. If to agree with Mr. 
BousriELp's political opinions be their only 
means of eſcaping cenſure, I am afraid they muſt 
lay their account with bcaring the burthen of 
their diſgrace, which however, if it falls no hea- 
vier than on the former occaſions of their diſa- 
greement, will not be very hard to be ſuſtained. 


This, however, is not their only misfortune, 
I:divid1als in our pariiament, it ſeems, (making, 
I ſnppoſe/W aforcſaid Corporation of Chandlers 
their model of good faith and elegant compoſi - 
tion) have thought proper to beſtow upon this 
City, the epithets of Bæotian perſidy, and Bæotian 
ſtupidity. Mr. BorsrieLD's aflertion may, 
perhaps, be well-founded, though it has eſcaped 
my obſervation. The debate on ſo important 2 
queſtion was not conducted with the moſt perfect 
liberality. W hat the former term imports, Mr. 
BousF1tlp, as a {cholar, may perhaps be able 
to inform us: the meaning of the latter we can 
ſufficiently collect from his writings. 


The brilliancy of Mr. BousrreLd's fancy is 
almoſt equal to the vigour of his judęment.— 
One would imagine,” fays this lively and face- 
tious Gentleman, © by the impatient anxiety of 
* that meeting, that it was rather compoſed of a 
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* number of impaſſioned lovers pantire for the 
« fifterne! erubrace, than an aſſe\blage of grave 
* Citizens, met for the purpoſe of deliberating a 
« queſtion of the greateſt importance.” This is no 
doubt a very happy illuſtration, and comains a 
figure of Rhetoric, which if not extremely appo- 
fate, is at leaſt perfectly novel. I am indeed diſ- 
poſed to allow, that ſymptoms of impatience 
were occaſionally perceptible, though they did 
not exactly reſemble the eager emotions of an 
* 7mpaſſrored lover.” This impatience we can- 


not be at a loſs to account for, when Mr. Bor s- 


1171 1 b informs us, with what perſevering, though 
inc fficacious argument, be oppoſed the queſtion. 
T leave ix to any perſon who has been in the ha- 
bit of liſtening to dull harangves, whether it is not 
a trial of patience ſometimes too hard to be borne. 
Mr. BousritLDd's chaſtity is not in his imagina» 
tion. The idea of Lovers panting to embrace their 
Siflers, exhibus a picture of very reprehenfible 
connec l ĩon indeed. Notwithſtanding this, I free- 
ly acquit Mr. BovsritLd of any intentional 

criuinality. I believe him to be as innocent a 
Lover as may almoſt any where be found. I 
| conſider the paſſage to be nothing more than an 
improvement upon a blunder I once heard made 
by ariother famous maker of ſpeeches, who ſpeak- 
ing in the Houſe of Commons on the ſubject of 
Britiſh connexion, repreſented Brother Ireland as 


holding out his arms to embrace HE KR Her Eng- 
Land. I have 
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I have no objection to Mr. Bo usr II 1D and 
his friends thanking the illuſtrious Patriots who 
rejeted the Union. It has been fo ſeldom his 
good fortune to join with a Majority, that I wil- 
lingly allow him to make the moſt of it. But it 
is the liberaluy of the Conqueror that crowns 
the victory. He night have enjoyed his triumph 
without recoiling and inſulting the vanquiſhed. 
The cauſe of Anti-union has been more indebted 
for ſucceſs to what he calls the doctrine of Num- 
bers, than to the doctrine of argument. I do nat 
deny that it has been oppoſed by men of inte- 
grity, and men of talents, but I aſſert that it has 
been ſupported by men of equal integrity, and 
more than equal talents. What then has the 
Corporation of our City to fear from the -aſper- 
fions of individuals, in, or out of Parliament? The 
object of ſuch charges is protected by their futi- 
lity, the malignancy recoils upon the imputer. 


I have too much conſideration for my readers 
to follow this Gentleman through his rhetorical 
labyrinth, or to tire them with undertaking to 
anſwer objections, which have been ſo often an- 
ſwered already. I ſhall content myſelf with ad- 


ducing a few examples of that emptineſs and in» 
confiſtency, which his admirers have thought 
Proper to dignify with the names of eloquence 
and argument. 


* 


1% l 


Mr. Bousr ftr, like many others on the 
ſame fide of the queſtion, unwilling to trouble 
their rcaders, or theinfelves with the fatigue of 
realoning, palles over the intermediate ſteps of 
th. acinorfiration, and conducts us at once to the 
wiched lor concluſion. What a common reaſcner 
would think it neceſſary to prove, he aſſumes for 
an acknowledged truth, and then exults in his 
victorious logic. Take the following inftance :— 
c This tranquillizing meaſure of an Union would 
* promote diſunion; it would aggravate popular 
& giſcontent, encreaſe the fermentation of the 
* public mind; excite new jealouſtes; and may 
&« fan afreſh the ſſceping embers of rebellion—— 
c In purſuing this frantic meaſure, reaſon be- 
© wildercd, almoſt recoils, and tired inveſtiga- 
« tion nearly drops the clue. What are its far- 
© ther obiccts? Todegrade the Nobility, andanni- 
& hilate our Parliament; to reduce this Country 
cc from the rank of an independant Nation to a 
cc province, to make us participate in the enor- 
* mous debt of Great Britain, conſequently, in 
all her taxes, internal as well as external. To 
add conſiderably to our \blentees, and, with 
* them, to take from this Country an annual in- 
* come nearly of a million, heretofQre expended 
* at home.” Of this very ſplendid and elegant 


paſſage, it is merely neceſſary to obſerve that 
fome of the poſitions are manifeſtly falſe, and 
that none of them are proved. I would ſuggeſt 

for 
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for the next edition, an amendment to one of the 
ſentences at preſent not very intelligible. © In 

e purſuing this oppoſition we are become ſo fran- 
* tic, that our reaſon is entangled in a wilder- 
* neſsof inveſtigation, where it has loſt its clue.” 
Could I be perſuaded that a Union would be pro- 
ductive of ſuch evil conſequences, I would op- 
pole it, with a ſpirit leſs framic perhaps, but cer- 
tainly as determined as that of Mr. BousritLiD 
himſelf. I have hitherto been a friend to the 
meaſure, becanſe I conceived it materially con- 
ducive to the ſtrength and ftability of the whole 
Empire, and peculiarly calculated to promote 
the Peace, Proſperity, and let me add, the REAL 
DIGNITY of this Kingdom. When Mr. Bo us- 
TIELD condeſcends to bring forward the rea- 
ſons that ſupport his opinion, I will either ac- 
quieſce in their jufineſs, or expoſe their ina- 
nity. Till then the ſtrength of my aſſertion 
may venture to ſtand againſt his inequal balance 
of authority. 


Mr.BousritLDp gravely thanks Heaven, that 
© the powers of Parliament are for preſervation, 
© not deftruftion.” He muſt be a little fran- 
* tic” in his ideas indeed, who could for a mo- 
ment conceive that legiſlative power was ordained 
for deſtruction. Giving up this point, we may 
however be allowed to differ a little in opinion 
on the moſt eligible method of effeQing preſer- 

C vation. 
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vation. In this it appears, that the v iſeſt ſtates - 


men are not agreed, and I don't think that Mr. 
Bous iE To's Leiter will promote their Union. 


Mr. Bousr Iz Io, following the example of 
ſome others, maintains the incompetence of Par- 
hament to effet an Union, and in the liberality 
of his mind laughs at the bigoted idea of parlia- 
mentary Ommpotence. I am willing to agree with 
him that the term is improperly applied to any 
human power, but I do not therefore coincide 
with his inference. Here too I am ſupported by 
the authority of great names, who have alſo ſaved 
me the trouble of arguing the point. 'The au- 
thority I mean to produce, has this farther weight, 
that it, proceeds from a perſon perfeAly diſin- 
tereſted in the preſent queſtion, for he has been 
long dead. Let us hear Juſtice BLacksTONE 
verſus Squire BousFlELD. 


The pow er and juriſdiftion of Parliament (ſays 
Sir EDpWAR D Cox r) is fo tranſcendent and ab- 
„ ſolute, that it cannot be confined either for 
&© cauſes or perſons within any bounds—It hath 
© ſovereign and uncontrollable authority in the 
* making, confirming, enlarging, reſtraining, abro- 
« cating, repealing, reviſing and cxpounding of 
„% laws—It can regulate anew, the ſucceſſion 
to the Crown—It can alter the eſtabliſhed Re- 
„ ligion of the land—It can change and create 

the 
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« afreſh even he Conſlitution of the Kingdom, and 
* of Parliaments themſeves, as was done by the act 
* of Union, and the feveral ſtatutes for ririennial 
* and ſcytennial elections. It can in ſhort do 
© ANY THING that is not naturally impoſſible, 
e and therefore ſome have not ſcrupled to call it 
* by a figure rather too bold Ne Ommipotence of 
* Parliament.” —Blackſtone, book 1, chap. 2. 


Of his quotation from Mr. Locke, I ſhall only 
ſay, that however juſt in the abſtract, it does not 
apply to the queſtion of Union, the object of 
which is not, to reſign the power, but to alter the 
mode of legiſlating. 


Speaking of the ſolemn compact of 17182, Mr. 
BousrrrtLD breaks out into rapturous admira- 
tion, of the patriotic exertions that produced it. 
I too call to my mind the tranſactions of that ce- 
lebrated period. TI recollect that the Parliament, 
whoſe firmneſs and wiſdom reſcued this country 
from more than Engliſh dependance, was, not- 
withſtanding, unfortunate enough to be obnoxious 
to its preſcnt Panegyriſt. I remember, that ſo 
far from being reſpected by ſome of the Patriots 
of that day, it was the object of their moſt ſoxe- 
reign contempt. I recollect Mr. BovsritertD 
and other great men ſetting up a rival Houſe of 
Commons in its deſpite and defiance. I remem- 
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ber one of this Convention's thundering orators, 
reprobating its preſumption, for aſſuming to legiſ- 
late, while hey, the true repreſentatives of the 
people, were fitting in council. Mr. Bo us- 
FIELD's day - ſtar of liberty then indeed became 
vertical, and pointed to the Lying - in- Hoſpital. But 
it's illumination, however ſplendid, was of ſhort 
duration. The Labour of the Hoſpital ended in 
abortiom, and Mr. Bous Ir Ip and his aſſociate 
legiſlators, retired to lament the inefficacy of their 
efforts, and to enjoy the © CONSCIOUSNESS os 
HAVING DONE THEIR DUTY.” 


Not content with conſuting Mr. PI 7's firſt 
ſpecch onthe ſabjeQ of Union, Mr. BousritLD 
favours us with a poſtſcript overſetting the argu- 
ments of his ſecond. It is by no means my inten- 
tion to defend the prime Miniſter of England 
From the fury of his affailant. He bears a ſcven- 
fold ſhield of defence in his own genius and elo- 
quence, which requires not the aid of fo feeble 
an aſhſtant. Nor would I rob Mr. BousrisLD 
of any of that gratification he may feel from the 
fancied overthrow of ſo gigantic an adverſary. 
The deluſions of ſelf-love form no inconfiderable 
part of human happineſs. The renowned Knight 
of La Mancha enjoyed the glory of real conqueſt, 
in the atchievement of imaginary exploits; and 
ſurely it will be allowed, that wben Be x IA 
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NIN Bo UST IIZ D enters the liſts againſt W 1 £- 
Liax PirTtT, the — 
of Quixotiſin. 


But bis moſt profound argument is reſerved for 
the concluſion of the Letter —* If, fays he, Ire- 
land be part of the Empire, and if the Conſti- 
«© tution may be ſubverted as to that part, it 
© may be ſubverted as to the whole. This in- 
© tended Union would lead to that ſubverfion; 
* therefore the Parliament and People of Eng- 
« land ought to be as reluctant as our own. 
* Should imprudence give the word, juſtice 
would recal the dangerous ſound; the voice 
& of reaſon would arreſt its flight, the laws of 


© Nations would interpoſe, and its language 
© would not be deſpiſed.” 


If this be the voice of reaſon, it is certainly a 
voice to which I have been hitherto a ſtranger. 
By what new ſpecies of logic can the legiſlative 
Union of two contiguous kingdoms, for promot- 
ing the intereſts and conſolidating the ftrength 
of both, be called the jubuerfior of either? Had 
the experiment never been made, the apprehen- 
Hons of the ſpeculatiſt might carry ſome weight, 
but the People, and Parliament of England, found 
their approbation of the meaſure upon the unan- 
ſwerable argument of fact. Of this Mr. Bo v s- 


FIELD 
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FIELD is aware, and endeavours to evade the 
inference, by ſaying that the Union of Scotland 
does not ſupply a parallel caſe. As far as relates 
to the abſtract principle of Union, the caſes are 
perfectly analogous. The particular fituations 
. of the kingdoms are certainly different : but as 
far as I am capable of judging, that difference in- 
ſtead of forbidding the preſent Union, tends in 
the ſtrongeſt degree to recommend it. I do not 
however heſitate to acknowledge that, much as 
I approve the meaſure, I would by no means 
preſs it againſt ſo ſtrong an expreſſion of diſlike 
as our Parliament has ſhewn, whatever their de- 
termination be, I hold it my duty to acquieſce. 
I ſhall never ſet up my private opinion againſt the 
Legiſlature of ny Country. Requieſcat in pace. 


Upon the whole, it appears to me that Mr. 
Bo usr IEID would have acted more wiſely in 
abiding by his late prudent determination, to ab- 
ſtain from political diſcuſhons. Had his talents 
poſſeſſed that efficacy, the want of which: he fo 
pathetically laments, the publication was too late 
to ſerve his illuſtrious friends. Perhaps it is for- 


tunate for the cauſe he has eſpouſed, that he did 
not appear earlier in the field. There is, as he 
obſerves, a ſort of fatality attending all his efforts 
that might have blaſted the now blooming flower 
of Iriſh. Independence. The feebleſt efforts of 
the humbleſt individual, as he modeſtly expreſſes 

u. 
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it, could do but little before the queſtion was de» 
cided, they could do nothing after it. He re- 
minds us of the drill Serjeant, who having among 
ſome recruits, a fellow that had been a pari/b 
clerk, and was always flower in firing than the 
reſt, damned him for an awkward booby, al- 
ways coming in with his Amen Shot. 


As I am now near taking leave, let me ex- 
preſs a hope that we ſhall part friends. I diſap- 
prove his conduct, and I differ from his opinion. 
I believe him, however, to be a gentleman who 
means well, though he has hitherto been unable 
to apply that meaning to any uſeful purpoſe. 
Mr. Bovsyr1iEtLD would be a reſpectable man, 
if he did not think himſelf a wiſe one. Ta- 
lents like his, are juſt ſufficient to be conveni- 
ent inſtruments in the hands of a party. Taken 
by oftenfible profeſſions, and wanting penetra- 
tion to perceive the drift of thoſe by whom 
he is often inflamed, and always led, he fan- 
cies himſelf to be a Director, while they laugh 
at him for being a Dupe. I give fall credit to 
his profeſſions of loyalty to the King, and attach- 
ment to the ſiſter Kingdom, but I can aſſure him 
that theſe are not the ſentiments of a his Aſſo- 
clates. 


Rapidly as his age appears to © accelerate,” he 
may live long enough to diſcover and repent his 
delu- 


1 
deluſron; to find that he has ſacrificed ſenſe to 
found, and given up a real ſource of ſubſtantial 
bleffings, for waginary honour and empty title. 
I condemn not however thoſe who entertain a dif- 
ferent opinion. I ſhould have leſs confidence in 
my own, if the ſupporters of it were more cla- 
morous, and my warmeſt hope is that I may be 


miſtaken. 
A FREEMAN. 


Conn, Fas. 16, 179 
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